29,540
NEW BEGINNINGS
Giving parents a choice. Giving children a chance.

WHY BISON?
Your dollars go further with BISON

Through BISON’s partnership with the
Children’s Scholarship Fund in New
York, donations received are matched.
Your gift is matched, first by CSF, then
by the scholarship families, highly
leveraging your investment.

FIVE YEARS IN A ROW,
4-STAR RATING FROM
CHARITY NAVIGATOR

We Are Celebrating!

SUCCESS BEYOND 8TH GRADE
 verage BISON
A

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

$1,350

For 23 years BISON scholarships are symbols of the incredible collective impact that we can
have on a student, a family, a school, and a community. Over 29,500 children have been given
the opportunity to attend a school that best fits their needs regardless of their zip code. It is the
prime way for thousands of children to have immediate access to a safe, quality, and value-based
education, instead of needing to wait for reform and policy changes.
By giving families the opportunity to choose the right school for
their child and share in the tuition, BISON parents are given a
hand up, not a hand out and are empowered to positively impact
their child’s future. They know that a quality education can open
the door to more opportunities and a better tomorrow.

99%
92%

29,540
STUDENTS’ LIVES HAVE
BEEN CHANGED.

BISON Scholars continue to succeed beyond 8th grade. Based on data received from BISON
graduates who submitted follow-up information, the BISON Class of 2013, this year’s graduating
high school class of 2017, had a 99% on time high school graduation rate and 92% are continuing
on to a 2 or 4-year college! These statistics are proof that our scholarships assist in narrowing
the achievement gap in our region.
We are committed to expanding the K-8 program but we also know that school choice shouldn’t
end in 8th grade. Beginning in the 2018-19 academic year, we will offer at least 20 scholarships for
BISON 8th grade students to continue with a private education in high school. This is a natural
expansion for the BISON Fund and the truest example of school choice.
BISON is investing in the future of our community, one child at a time. We are grateful to everyone
who has been with us these past 23 years allowing us to advance our mission and achieve
such milestones. Our community’s generosity is putting hope within reach, allowing parents to
envision a brighter future for their children.
We look forward to continuing this impactful journey with you as our partner.

OUR IMPACT
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HOW
WE’VE
GROWN

BISON expands into
high school tuition
assistance

We have come a long way since 1995. A simple idea of
helping families choose their own path has grown into

2012

opportunity for thousands. Each day we focus on meeting
the demand for our scholarships — leveling the education
playing field for more and more Western New York families.
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Corey
dreams of being a

Over 29,500 Children Served

doctor

( or the PRESIdeNT!)
This school year your support is providing a deserving student
with a life changing scholarship.
A BISON Fund scholarship gives parents a choice in their children's education,
and their children a chance to succeed. As we continue in the mission of BISON,
we thank our donors and supporters for making a difference in the lives
of more than 29,500 students and families.

Meet Corey
KINDERGARTEN

Words cannot express the gratitude I have for the BISON Fund.
I don’t want to think about where we would be if it wasn’t
for BISON. Corey is so happy at his school. He comes home
and can’t wait to tell me about his day. To see your child that
excited about school is priceless!
He tells me he wants to be a doctor when he grows up. When
I ask why he says it’s because we wants to help people feel
better and make sick people healthy. I couldn’t be more proud
of him. — COREY’S MOM

Meet
Anjel

Meet Elijah

GRADE 4

4TH GRADE

Anjel might only be in 4th grade but boy, can she
cook! She likes to watch me in the kitchen and
always wants to help. She asks questions about
ingredients and different types of food. She loves
watching our family’s reaction to something she
cooked. She takes great pride in it!

Anjel

dreams of being a

world-renown
chef

She’s been an inquisitive kid since she was young.
I wanted her in an environment where she could
flourish but also be pushed. I knew the only way
I could afford the type of education I desired was
with help from the BISON Fund. I want what’s best
for her and the BISON Fund is helping to make that
happen.

This scholarship is an open door
for my daughter’s dreams.

Elijabehing a

dreams of
Pilot

Elijah dreams of being a pilot!
Elijah loves school and loves to
learn about different places around
the world. We got him a map for his
birthday. It’s hanging on his wall and he always points to
different places. He also loves airplanes.
He has only been on one once but he
still talks about it. Whenever he hears a
plane he looks up to try to find it. He is
fascinated that people can be a plane ride
away from almost anywhere!
He can’t wait to be a pilot, help people
get to where they need to go, and see
different places around the world! 

— ELIJAH’S PARENTS

As a low-income parent, helping her achieve her
dream seemed impossible to me. Thank you for
the hope and this opportunity.
— ANJEL’S MOM

Helping Children with Dreams

Become Students with Vision

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

You Are Changing Lives
MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN, PAUL D. BAUER

Lisa and Bill Huntress

To our Friends of the BISON Fund,
It is hard to conceive that 23 years have gone by since the founding of the BISON
Children’s Scholarship Fund. Over this time more than 29,500 awards have been
made with an economic impact of $26.2 million. The results are wonderful! We know that
on average at least 95% of all BISON Fund children will graduate from high school on time and that
about 85% of those will attend college. We have many amazing stories of children who have truly
blossomed because they had the opportunity for a private elementary school education.
Our donors have made this possible.
So many children have had the chance to break the cycle of poverty that could have confronted
them, let alone the so many terrible outcomes in which they could have been trapped. Without the
early educational base, later success is almost impossible. Truly, the families that sacrifice to give
their children a quality elementary education are the real heroes.
We have some BIG news - after 23 years, the BISON Fund is graduating from grammar school. While
we remain extremely proud of our impact on WNY’s littlest learners, we know the need remains once
our BISON Scholars leave 8th grade and enroll in high school. The BISON Children’s Scholarship
Fund Board of Directors is committed to expanding the K-8 program and to begin offering awards
to eligible BISON 8th graders to help them continue a private school education through high school.
Offering a high school scholarship for BISON families who have made the sacrifice for elementary
school is a natural expansion for the BISON Fund. It is the truest example of school choice and
provides continued opportunity for a safe, quality, and values-based high school education.
Again, the success of the BISON Fund is due to the support of our loyal donors and the families who
want to - Give their Children a Chance.
Please stay with us in our endeavor and tell your friends!
					Thank you,

					Paul D. Bauer
					Board President

YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK
FISCAL YEAR EXPENSES

$ 2,432,937

FISCAL YEAR
ENDING JUNE 2017

SCHOLARSHIP

$2,231,713 (91.8%)
PROGRAM ADMIN

$80,971 (3.3%)

FUNDRAISING

$120,253 (4.9%)

Giving all of our children an opportunity to learn is one of the most
important goals of our society. It is through education and learning
that we all have choices in life. Choices to prosper and help each other.
Lisa and I believe that there is nothing we can do that is more important for the
long term benefit of our community than helping young kids receive a sound education. The
BISON Fund accomplishes this in a highly efficient and effective way and we feel fortunate
to have the resources to help BISON fulfill its important mission to educate our children.
Throughout our lives, Lisa, I, and our family have had the help and support of friends, family,
business partners and the community which has allowed us to prosper. We feel blessed every
day and believe that our children and the children of our community are all our futures.
Through the help of the BISON Fund, children have the opportunity to gain holistic strength
through education. The strength to be whoever they want to be.
Thank you BISON Fund. We commend your efforts in helping families in WNY improve
their children’s lives through school choice.

Betsy and John Sullivan
We have been blessed to be able to support the BISON Children’s
Scholarship Fund for many years. We believe strongly that everyone
deserves an education of their choosing - be it public, private, charter
or homeschooling. For many, it’s not in their public school system.
That’s where BISON comes in. They provide the opportunity for
families to choose. Regardless of where you live in Western New York,
BISON can help make a private education possible.
BISON graduates’ achievements have shown that a strong elementary education does
pave the way to future success. When you look at the statistics, it’s clear that BISON’s help
to give families a choice and voice in where their child is educated pays off.
BISON is an excellent steward of the funds they receive. As evidenced by the fifth
consecutive year of receiving a 4-star designation by Charity Navigator, BISON continues
to use the funds it receives to the maximum benefit of its students, consistent with its
mission.
Personally, we are in the minority when it comes to school choice. We were fortunate to
have been able to choose our children’s schools, but we realize not all parents enjoy this
luxury. We give to BISON so they can help other parents make the same decisions we did
for our children.
We donate to organizations in which we personally feel connected. We encourage you to
spend the time to get to know BISON. We are sure once you do, you will support BISON’s
mission too!

Anna

dreams of being a
OUR MISSION

Scientist

The BISON Children’s Scholarship Fund is
a privately funded 501(c)(3) organization
whose mission is to broaden the educational
opportunities for Western New York children
by helping low-income families afford the
cost of tuition at private schools in WNY.

Meet Anna
6TH GRADE

Anna is a very driven young lady. She has
always been interested in science but
now it has turned into a passion with the
introduction of the STREAM curriculum at
her school. She participates in STREAM’s
annual Extreme Games and Expo. Last year
she was in the “Science Scrimmage” group!
If everything goes according to her plan
she will go on to study pathology. We are
eternally grateful for the BISON Fund. Anna’s
school brought out this passion in her and
we know we wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t
for BISON. Thank you for providing us this
opportunity! – ANNA’S PARENTS
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